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The transit method has another impor-
tant advantage over other techniques: the
potential for follow-up observations. Like a
microscope slide held in front of a search

administrator Daniel Goldin. l)ur‘ing the
weeklong Advanced Astronomy Camp at
the University of Arizona last summer,
we wrestled with problems and mndlmf-
ed observing runs at the 40- and 60-inch
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Of courne, knowing the constituents of
a planet’s atmosphere would be very exc "
ing indeed. They might turn out to be indi
cations of life: water-vapor absorption lines
or free OXygen or ozone, the latter two s0
chemically reactive that they must be rou
tinely produced to remain a major con
stituent of the atmosphere, Such an atmos
pheric signature has existed on Farth for
almost 500 million years, Will an amateur
astronomer be the first person to diw‘uwcr a
forested planet around another star? m
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