At once idealistic and jaded, today’s young people are fascinated with space, but unconvinced that

science and exploration deserve money when the nation faces a multitude of social woes. Scientists

and enthusiasts are going to have to address those reservations head on.
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une 24, 1995. I sat on a sofa cush-
ion in the small gym and listened to
Don McCarthy of the University of
Arizona speak about NASA’s new
mission to search for extrasolar
planets and life. It was my first day at
the university’s Astronomy Camp, and I
was immediately captured by both the
passion that radiated from this man and
the implications of the search if it were
successful. McCarthy concluded with an
image: that of Earth from space. He
explained that children were being raised
with this image, the view like a swirling
blue, green, and white marble. He invited
us to ponder how this new perspective
could change society.

The image of Earth from space sym-
bolizes how science has progressed and
revolutionized our world. Children today
are constantly being told that technology
is the career path of the future. It is the
age of the gigahertz, in which informa-
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tion flows rapidly and the world is united

by «cables, TVs, and computers.
Technology has shaped work and leisure
and provided new, higher standards of
excellence. Being raised in this informa-
tional surge has taught us young people
to take efficiency and scientific break-
throughs for granted. We cannot imagine
a world without our precious modern
advancements.

I believe that my generation is one of
transition, but to what? Students today
are caught in a crescendoing battle
between the benefits of technology and
the dehumanization of our world. My
generation craves money, cars, and cell-
phones along with picnics and evenings
by the fireplace. We embrace the efficien-
cy of the computer but grow restless from
the dull glow of the screen. We delight in
the practicality of answering machines
but dislike the coldness of recorded tele-
phone services. My generation is a group

of goal-oriented romantics: hippies
marred with a drive for fame and success.
We are conglomeration of materialistic,
frustrated dreamers.

Generations and Marbles
This contrast of our goals and desires
extends to our view of the space pro-
gram. Students today are the children of
the blue marble. The view of Earth from
space is ingrained in our minds, brand-
ing a reminder that space flight is possi-
ble. But as with technology, our appreci-
ation for space exploration has dimmed
with familiarity. My generation has been
raised knowing that America reached the
Moon; the Challenger accident is a dim or
nonexistent memory. Unlike our parents,
we see human space flight as ordinary,
not miraculous.

At the same time, students today are
frustrated by the debt left by older gener-
ations. This burden has conditioned us to







